Biography Markku Klami

Markku Klami (b. 1979, Turku) is a Finnish composer whose music has been widely performed in
Finland and internationally since the early 2000s. His music has been described as delicate,
arresting, and intense. Klami draws inspiration for his compositions from nature and urban
environments alike, aiming to offer listeners a moment of peace amid an increasingly fast-paced
world. Through his works, Klami also seeks to highlight the profound questions of human
existence and to give voice to the eternal presence of nature. His music tribute to the grandeur of
the natural world, before which human life appears small and fleeting.

His music has been heard at numerous international festivals across Europe, the Nordic countries,
the United States, Russia, South America, South Africa, and Asia. Especially his guitar works have
found their way into the repertoire of many internationally acclaimed guitarists.

Klami’s diverse output ranges from solo and chamber music to orchestral works, concertos, vocal
and choral pieces, and opera. Alongside acoustic instruments, he frequently incorporates
electronics, and in recent years he has also returned to his roots by releasing electronic ambient
music.

Stylistically, Klami works within the realm of contemporary art music, yet in recent years his
expression has increasingly leaned toward post-minimalist and neo-romantic aesthetics. He
completed his composition diploma at the Sibelius Academy in 2010 under Tapio Tuomela, having
previously studied at the Turku Music Academy with Tuomo Teirila. He has also participated in
numerous masterclasses in Finland and the United States.

Klami’s music has been commissioned and performed by a wide range of artists, including
guitarists Timo Korhonen, Patrik Kleemola, Shin-ichi Fukuda, and Thomas Mdller-Pering, violinist
Maria Puusaari, clarinetists Lauri Sallinen and Lucy Abrams-Husso, and flutists Hanna Kinnunen
and Alice Teyssier. Notable ensembles and orchestras include Uusinta Ensemble, International
Contemporary Ensemble (New York), ensemble mise-en (New York), members of the Cape Town
Philharmonic Orchestra, Studio for New Music Ensemble (Moscow), Avanti!, TampereRaw,
Tampering Ensemble, the Helsinki Strings, Pori Sinfonietta, Seingjoki City Orchestra, musicians
from the Turku Philharmonic Orchestra, the Pori Opera, and the Polytech Choir.

In addition to these, Klami has received commissions from festivals and institutions such as Kitara
Nova, Tampere Biennale, Audite Chamber Choir, Kaivos Festival, and Turku 2011 — European
Capital of Culture. In 2022, his song cycle Elegia (to texts by Katja Klami) was selected by Yle
(Finnish Broadcasting Company) as Finland’s entry to the 68th International Rostrum of
Composers in Palermo, Italy. The work was also chosen as Finland’s official selection for the 2023
ISCM World New Music Days festival in South Africa, and has since been broadcast by several
European radio stations.

In March 2018, Croak, a full-length puppet opera composed by Klami and Maria Kallionp&da
premiered at the Promenadisali in Pori. It was the first opera of its kind in the Nordic countries and
was warmly received by audiences. The production was a collaboration between Turku
International Puppetry Connection, Pori Sinfonietta, Pori Opera, and the cross-disciplinary arts
association Poike ry.

Klami gained early recognition in composition competitions with his orchestral works: Flow (2004)
won the Finnish Polytechnic Chamber Orchestra Composition Competition and was toured in
Finland and Slovakia; sight — energy — vague — ocean (2005) won the Helsinki University
Symphony Orchestra’s 80th Anniversary Composition Competition; and his clarinet concerto
FUME (2008) was selected to the Jury’s list of recommended works at the 2nd International Uuno
Klami Composition Competition. FUME was premiered in 2010 by clarinetist Lauri Sallinen with
Avanti! Chamber Orchestra at the Ung Nordisk Musik festival.

Since 2021, Klami’s works have been published by Edition Wilhelm Hansen. His compositional
work has been supported by the Finnish Cultural Foundation, the Arts Promotion Centre Finland,
the Jenny and Antti Wihuri Foundation, the Sibelius Fund, the Madetoja Foundation, the Finnish
Music Foundation (MES), the Teosto Cultural Foundation, and the Teosto Commission Fund.
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